
 

 
Riverbridge Primary School  

Reading Spine 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 

Power of Reading texts: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Billy’s Bucket 

Kes Gray 

 

 
 

Traction Man  
Mini Grey 

 

 
Stanley’s Stick 
Neal Layton 

 

 
Astro Girl 

Ken-Wilson 
Max 

 

 
The Gruffalo 

Julia 
Donaldson 

 

 
The Jolly 
Postman  

Allan Ahlberg 

 

The Storm 
Whale 

Benji Davis 

 

 
Bog Baby 

Jeanne Willis 

 

 
Beegu 

Alexis Deacon 

 

 
The Egg Box  

Dragon 
Richard 
Adams 

 

 
The Puffin 

Book of First 
Poems* 

 
 

Poetry Spine*: 

         
 

Recommended Class Readers: 

Tiddler 
Julia Donaldson 
 

 
This Rabbit Belongs 
to Emily Brown 
Cressida Cowell 
& Neal Layton 

 
 

Dogger 
Shirley Hughes 
 
 

 
                  Supertato  
                  Sue Hendra & Paul                                                                      
                  Linnet 
 

 
Not a Stick 
Antoinette Portis 
 

 
Stick Man 
Julia Donaldson 
 
 
 
 
Look Up! 
Nathan 
Bryon & Dapo 
Adeola 
 
Laika the Astronaut 
Owen Davey  
 

 
The Bear and the 
Piano 
David Litchfield 

 
 

Gorilla 
Anthony Browne 

 
 

   Paddington 
     Michael Bond 

 
  

 
Flat Stanley 
Jeff Brown 
 

 

Year 1 Further Recommended Reads 

 

 

The Puffin Book of First Poems 

Chocolate Cake  Michael Rosen 

Zim Zam Zoom! 



Year 2 

Power of Reading texts: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
The Secret of 
Black Rock 
Joe Todd-
Stanton 

 

 
 

Winter Sleep 
Sean Taylor 

and Alex Moss 
 
 

 

Lila and the 
Secret of Rain 

David 
Conway 

 

 

The Snail and 
the Whale 

Julia 
Donaldson 

 

 

Leaf 
Sandra 

Diekmann 

 

 

The Magic 
Finger 

Roald Dahl 
 
 

 

 
Poems to 
Perform* 

 Julia 
Donaldson 

 

 
 

Poetry Spine*: 

        
 

Recommended Class Readers: 

The Owl who was 
Afraid of the Dark 
Mary Hoffman 
 
  
 
 The Hodgeheg 
Dick King-Smith 
 
 
 
Vlad and the Great 
Fire of London 
Kate Cunningham 
 
 

 
 

The Rainbow Bear 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
 
 
 
Billy and the Pirates 
Nadia Shireen 
 
 
 
 
Hotel Flamingo 
Alex Milway 
 
 
 

 
The Flower 
John Light 
 
 

 
Rosa Parks 
Lisbeth Kaiser 
 
 
 
 
Claude in the City 
Alex T. Smith 
 
 

 

Year 2 Further Recommended Reads 

 

The First Book of the Sea  Nicola Davis 

The Dragon with a Big Nose Kathy Henderson 

Heard it on the Playground Allan Ahlberg 



Year 3 

Power of Reading texts: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
The Great 

Kapok Tree 
Lynne Cherry 

 

 
 

The Iron Man 
Ted Hughes 

 

 
 
 

Arthur and the 
Golden Rope  

Joe Todd 
Stanton 

 

 
 

 

Marcy and the 
Riddle of the 

Sphinx 
Joe Todd-
Stanton 

 

 

Pugs of the 
Frozen North 
Phillip Reeve 

 
 

 

 
 

Charlotte’s 
Webb 

E.B White 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Poetry Pie* 
Rodger 

McGough 

 
 

 

Poetry Spine*: 

        
 

Recommended Class Readers: 

The Wild Robot 
Peter Brown 
 
 
 

 
 
Nothing to See Here 
Hotel 
Steven Butler 
 
 
 
Arthur and the 
Golden Rope 
Joe Todd Stanton 

The Sheep Pig 
Dick King-Smith 
 
 
 
 
Stone Girl, Bone Girl  
Laurence Anholt 
 
 

 
 Tutankhamun’s Tomb  
Sue Reid 
 
 
 
 

 
Leon and the Place 
Between 
Angela Mcallister 
(picture book) 

 
 
The Barnabus Project 
The Fan Brothers 
(picture book) 

 
The BFG 
Roald Dahl 
 
 
 

 

  

Year 3 Further Recommended Reads  

 

Poetry Pie  Roger McGough 

Quick Let’s Get Out of Here Michael Rosen 
and Quentin Blake 



Year 4 

Power of Reading texts: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Belonging 

Jeannie Baker 

 
 The Rhythm of the 

Rain  
Grahame Baker-

Smith 

  
 

Ice Palace 
Robert 

Swindells 

 
 

Varjak Paw 
SF Said 

 
 

Hot Like Fire* 
Valorie 
Bloom 

 
 

The Miraculous Journey of 
Edward Tulane 

Kate DiCamillo 
 
 

 

Poetry Spine*: 

  
 
                                                    Hot Like Fire Valerie Bloom 
                                              Deep in the Green Wood Wes Magee 

 

Recommended Class Readers: 

 The Train to            
             Impossible Places 

                   P.G. Bel 
 
 
 
 

Stig of the Dump 
Clive King 
 
 
 

 
 
The Queens Nose 
Dick King Smith 
 

The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter 
Phillip Pullman 
 
 
 

 Bill’s New Frock 
               Anne Fine 
 
 
 
 

 
Skunk and Badger 
Amy Timberlake 
 

The Land of Roar 
Jenny McLachlan 
 & Ben Mantle 
 
 
 

 
 
Voices in the Park  
Anthony Browne 
 
 
 
 
Call Me Lion 
Camilla Chester 

 

 

 Year 4 Further Recommended Reads 

 

 



Year 5 

Power of Reading Texts: 

 

Poetry Spine*: 

  
 Dark Sky Park  Phillip Gross 
                                            Moon Juice  Kate Wakeling  

 

Recommended Class Readers: 

 The Wolves of 
Willoughby Chase 
Joan Aiken 
 
 

 
 
The Day My Family 
Disappeared 
Jo Simmons 
 
 

 
Race to the Frozen 
North 
Catherine Johnson 

  Why the Whales 
Came 
  Michael Morpurgo 
 
 
 
 
Llama out Loud 
Annabelle Sami 
 
 
 
The Nowhere 
Emporium 
Ross Mckenzie  

  
Which Way to 
Anywhere 
Cressida Cowell 
 
 

 
 
The Invasion of Crooked 
Oak 
Dan Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wonder 
R J Palacio 

 

  Year 5 Further Recommended Reads 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Runaway 
Robot 

Frank Cottrell – 
Boyce 

 

 

 
London Eye 

Mystery 
Siobhan 
Dowd 

 

 

 
Shackleton’s 

Journey 
William Grill 

 

 

 
The Viewer 
Gary Crew 

 

 

 

 
Floodland 

Marcus 
Sedgwick 

 

 

 
Street Child 

 Berlie Doherty 
 

 

 
Treason 
By Bertie 
Doherty 

 

 

 
Dark Sky Park* 

Phillip Gross 
 

 



Year 6 

Power of Reading Texts: 

 

Poetry Spine*: 

     
 

Recommended Class Readers: 

Fireweed 
Jill Paton Walsh 
 
 
 
 

 
Operation Banana 
Tony Bradman  
(shorter chapter 
book) 
  
 

 
Clockwork  
Phillip Pullman 
 

Skellig 
David Almond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High Rise Mystery 
Sharna Jackson 
 
 
 
 
The Valley of Lost 
Secrets 
Lesley Parr 

The Highwayman  
Alfred Noyes 
 
 
 
 
Who Let the Gods 
Out Maz Evans 
 
 
 
 
Nevermoor: The Trials 
of Morrigan Crow 
Jessica Townsend 
 

 

Year 6 Further Recommended Reads  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Rose 
Blanche 

Christophe 
Gallaz & 
Roberto 

Innocenti 

 

 
 

 
 

 
When the 
Sky Falls 
 Phil Earle 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Tom’s Midnight 

Garden 
Philippa Pierce

 
 

 

Falling Out of 
the Sky* 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Clockwork 

Phillip Pullman 
 

 

 
Shakespeare 

 
 

The Journey 
Francesca 

Sanna 

 
 
 

Falling Out of the Sky 

Funky Chickens Benjamin Zephaniah 

 


