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Phonics and Reading in Reception and Year |

Part 1 - How do we feach phonics at Riverbridge®e
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What is Phonics@e

Phonics is a way of feaching children how to read and write.

==

Phonics is:

making connections between the sounds
of our spoken words and the letters that
are used to write them down.




Did you knowe

The English language has:-
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New DFE Guidance for Early Reading and Phonics

Why Little Wandle?
All staff ae fully trained ensure consistency.

Every aspect of phonics and reading included in @
detailed, thorough and systematic approach.

Engaging resources without distracting from the learning.

Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting
children requiring extra help

Useful support for parents. it (e
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How we teach phonics

« Short, daily sessions
(Rec — 2 groups, Year 1- whole class).
« Specific order of feaching

 Repeated practice through the day

Revislt pre\/uousLU
taught sounds at
start of each Lesson

Practice makes
PerIAA nent

Wash the Word! e




Blending to read words
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Pure Sounds




« Phonemes taught in order - children start to blend words ASAP in Reception.

* LW has a picture pneumonic to help children remember the phoneme/grapheme

Grapheme and mnemonic Picture card Pronunciation phrase Formation phrase

Show your teeth and and let the s | Under the snake's chin, slide down
hiss out ssssss ssssss and round its tail.

Open your mouth wide and make | Around the astronaut’
the ‘a’ sound at the back of your down into space.
mouthaaa

astronaut

sheep in a jeep
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First, spot the digraph/trigraph... Longer words...

meet| velvet

morning
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What if your child is a strong reader and can read all the
graphemes in the phonics lesson?

o They still need to learn how to spell and write using the
graphemes we are teaching.
o They will be given more challenging tasks in the lesson.

ear | air
ere | are su
eer | ere | si
ear
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What if your child finds the phonics lesson very tricky?

o They may have a Teaching Assistant to help them in the
lesson.

o They will be given a ‘keep up’ additional phonics session the
same day to help them learn what they found tricky.

o They may be given addition ‘intervention’ sessions in small
groups to help them ‘catch up’.




Key terminology

You may hear your children say....
-phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language.

-grapheme - How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way to spell a phoneme.
E.g-the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and
lady’.
-blending — Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g.

‘f-r—-o-g, frog’

-segmenting — Breaking a word into sounds in order to spell

~

11 C
e.g. ‘'frog, f-r-o-g i
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-Digraph- 2 letters making one sound -y ck
M B Y cc”
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Early Reading

Learning to read should be
a positive experience

We want children to
love reading

We want children to read
for pleasure and be life
long readers

Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum
and clearly impacts on their achievement



Reading in Year 1

Vs

2/3 sessions with the same book J

.

» Day 1 — Decoding

- Allread the same fime

 Repeated readings and teacher moves round
» Day 2 - Prosody

* Reading with meaning, stress and expression.

« Choose page to focus on. Repeat after me. Why do we
stress certain words?e ‘It was a BIG mess’

> Day 3 - Comprehension
‘| know the answer because ...’

* Prove it. Explain it.

{ This book then goes home for you to celebrate their success! J




Supporting your child with reading
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o In this book the word sheds is used asa
character in the book

needs to develop fluency and confidence in reading. Tk aboutit
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Re-reading a book they have had before helps develop 3 Whas ol oo e e g s e

fluency - this is the goal!

» Year 1 — encourage to ‘blend in your head!’

> Talk about the book and celebrate their success!




How do we decide which books children read@

Children are assessed, then LW matches which books should be allocated for their
secure phonic knowledge. If they are learning a grapheme in class, this won't be in
their reading book.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised Reception ’ ‘
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Shared book

» Your child will also take home a shared book (from the library or old
coloured bands)

» Children may not be able to read this book independently but these
books offer a wealth of opportunities for talking about the pictures and
enjoying the story or information text.

» Enjoy the book together and foster a love of reading
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Reading in Year 1

» Phonics reader to be sent home on a Thursday and must be returned by following Monday.

Children will need to use these in their reading sessions at school.
» Phonics reader + shared book in plastic wallet — please look after thesel

» £5 charge for lost books after 2 weeks.




Reading in Reception

> 1:1 reading will continue for this term
» We aim to gradually introduce group reading in Summer 2
» Books are linked to your child’s secure phonetic knowledge

> 95% fluent

» Please continue to record home reading in reading records.




Little Wandle- Recap

*Regular keep up to support children that found a lesson tricky — look out for stickers on

their arm! Ask them what it is and practise that at home.
*Year 1- Group reading sessions 3 times a week — no more individual readers.

‘When books come home they have been well practised and you can celebrate their

success! Practise leads to fluency!

*Y 1 will take their Phonics screening check the first week of June.

Website www littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk — for parents.



http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/

Help your child with

reading

Ask Questions

Make Space
Create

Read everything out loud.

Books, poems, nursery rhymes, newspaper & magazine articles, food labels...

anything that is close to hand!




